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Anangu express deep joy at Uluru climb closure: "'We
are going to be dancing for the children’

Senior women prepare for Sunday’s official ceremony, when they will celebrate the culture of an
ancient past - and share it with the next generation
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ene Kulitja and Elsie Taylor are braiding headbands - dozens of them - in red, black
and yellow wool when we arrive to visit them at Mutitjulu, the small Anangu
community on the eastern side of Uluru.

The headbands are for the inma (dance) that they and dozens of other Anangu
people will perform for the assembled dignitaries at the official ceremony on Sunday evening
marking the closure of the Uluru climb.
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People have travelled for thousands of kilometres across the APY (Anangu-Pitjantjatjara-
Yankunytjatjara) lands, including Amata and Docker River, to come to dance.

Rene Kulitja is a Pitjantjatjara woman and artist born at Ernabella, who has lived in Mutitjulu
since 1985 and “raised all my children” here. She is probably best known for Yananyi
Dreaming, the design that covers a Qantas Boeing 737. She has also been on the board of
management of Uluru-Kata Tjuta national park.

She talks about the importance of the inma - not to show the visiting VIPs that their culture is
strong - but to show Anangu children.

“The dances they will be doing as small children today are the ones that they will carry with
them and continue to dance throughout their lives,” Kulitja says. “These are the inma that our
grandfathers and grandmothers entrusted to us to hold and pass on.

“We hold this inma in our minds and in our sprit, so that we can sing, we can dance, we can
give them to the children of the future. So it is for our children that we are most excited. We
are going to be dancing for them, for the children.”

The night sky over Uluru after the first full day of the climbing ban
on Saturday. Photograph: Mike Bowers/The Guardian

After sunset on Saturday, the rock was again aglow with the lights of television crews.

The mood is lighter today. Anangu feel a deep happiness at the closing, Kulitja says, and the
chance to practise culture and law for the occasion is exciting.

“What I feel is the strength of the inma that my grandfathers and grandmothers held and
passed on,” she says. “It’s something from an ancient past that’s still really important into the
present. I’ll never abandon my traditions and my culture, it’s something that I hold very firmly
in my spirit, and I’m feeling very, very happy at the moment.”

At Mutijulu on Saturday night, Anangu celebrated with a big barbecue and dance-off.
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'It's sinking into people and they're never going to forget this,’
Elsie Taylor says. Photograph: Mike Bowers/The Guardian

“I can’t say how happy an occasion it is,” Elsie Taylor says. “And for all those children to be
joining in this excitement and taking it in.

“Pitjantjatjara always says the spirit - it might be your soul or your whole being - the children
are actually absorbing it into themselves, feeling the excitement of this big number of people
coming together to celebrate culture and country and it’s sinking into people and they’re never
going to forget this.

“Because what the grandfathers and grandmothers have always said, ‘This is yours, children,
take this. We are giving to to you, it’s yours to hold and pass on in turn now.”

At sunset on Sunday, Australia’s environment minister, Sussan Ley, the Labor senators Pat
Dodson and Malarndirri McCarthy, and the Labor MP Linda Burney, as well as the Northern
Territory’s chief minister, Michael Gunner, will attend the official ceremony.

The Central Australian Aboriginal Women’s Choir will also sing. An impromptu rehearsal on
Saturday evening delighted onlookers in the foyer of one of the Yulara resort hotels.

And then the crowds will leave.

“This [Anangu culture] is something that can never end,” Kulitja says. “It’s going to always be
here, for ever and ever and ever.

“And once our time has come and we have passed away, those we have passed it on will
continue to hold it and practise it and pass it on.

“So we are going to be really happy when we start singing and dancing this afternoon.”

We will not stay quiet...

... on the escalating climate crisis. This is the Guardian's pledge: we will continue to give global
heating, wildlife extinction and pollution the urgent attention and prominence they demand.
The Guardian recognises the climate emergency as the defining issue of our times.

Our independence means we are free to investigate and challenge inaction by those in power.
We will inform our readers about threats to the environment based on scientific facts, not
driven by commercial or political interests. And we have made several important changes to
our style guide to ensure the language we use accurately reflects the environmental
catastrophe.
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In Australia, we commit to delivering the most comprehensive environmental reporting in the
country. We will hold those in power to account for their inadequate national response and
keep our focus on the actions of the Morrison government. Guardian Australia will continue to
pursue deep investigations into the most important environmental issues.

The Guardian believes that the problems we face on the climate crisis are systemic and that
fundamental societal change is needed. We will keep reporting on the efforts of individuals
and communities around the world who are fearlessly taking a stand for future generations
and the preservation of human life on earth. We want their stories to inspire hope. We will also
report back on our own progress as an organisation, as we take important steps to address our
impact on the environment.

The Guardian made a choice: to keep our journalism open to all. We do not have a paywall
because we believe everyone deserves access to factual information, regardless of where they
live or what they can afford.

We hope you will consider supporting the Guardian’s open, independent reporting today.
Every contribution from our readers, however big or small, is so valuable. Support The
Guardian from as little as $1 - and it only takes a minute. Thank you.
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